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has been appointed to take on the role of the late 
Professor Kokot, taking advantage of the 4-year 
period of serving as a member of the Scientific 
Board of Pol Arch Intern Med. His main research 
interests include the mechanisms of essential and 
secondary hypertension along with its diagnostic 
workup and therapy. He authored more than 250 
peer-reviewed papers and edited and coauthored 
several textbooks on hypertension. His curricu-
lum vitae has been presented on the next page.

It is difficult to overstate Professor Kokot’s im-
pact on Polish clinical medicine. He was truly a gi-
ant in the field of internal medicine and science 
in Poland. He will be deeply missed by all who 
had the honor to know him and work with him. 
We hope that we will be able to follow in his foot-
steps and continue to support the growth of our 
journal with such dedication as he did.

Article information

Conflict of interest  None declared.

Open access  This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms 
of the Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercialShareAlike 4.0 Interna‑
tional License (CC BY‑NC‑SA 4.0), allowing third parties to copy and redis‑
tribute the material in any medium or format and to remix, transform, and 
build upon the material, provided the original work is properly cited, distrib‑
uted under the same license, and used for noncommercial purposes only. For 
commercial use, please contact the journal office at pamw@mp.pl.

How to cite  Undas A. Professor Franciszek Kokot and his successor, 
Professor Andrzej Januszewicz: the Polish Co-Chair of the Scientific Board of 
Polish Archives of Internal Medicine. Pol Arch Intern Med. 2021; 131: 114-
115. doi:10.20452/pamw.15837

Professor Franciszek Kokot  The editors and all 
the editorial team members are deeply saddened 
that Professor Franciszek Kokot passed away on 
January 24, 2021 at the age of 91 years. He was 
a great scientist and an extraordinary man whose 
work and legacy will live on for many years. He 
played a vital role in building the standing of Pol-
ish Archives of Internal Medicine (Pol Arch Intern 
Med) into one of the best Polish scientific jour-
nals. He served as Co-Chair of the Scientific Board 
since February 2012 when Professor Andrzej Szc-
zeklik passed away unexpectedly. Despite his ad-
vanced age, he was actively involved in launching 
new editorial projects including the change from 
a Polish journal name to the current one that was 
introduced in January 2017.

Professor Kokot’s research contributions that 
were focused on the understanding and treat-
ment of kidney disease were enormous. To many, 
his most memorable contribution was the work 
on acid-base disturbances, a clearly written text-
book that has inspired medical students, resi-
dents, and experienced clinicians for more than 
40 years. Professor Kokot was highly regarded 
by trainees at all levels for his teaching of physi-
ology, in particular, electrolyte balance and kid-
ney function. Even after his retirement, he con-
tinued to attend internal medicine congresses, 
teaching and inspiring at least 2 generations of 
physicians with his intellectual rigor and unique 
sense of humor. In this issue of Pol Arch Intern 
Med, three eminent Polish scientists have writ-
ten about Professor Kokot as their mentor, teach-
er, and collaborator.

Dr. Andrzej Januszewicz, Professor of Medi-
cine at Warsaw Medical University, an interna-
tionally renowned and highly respected internist, 
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Professor Andrzej Januszewicz has a wide ex-
perience in clinical research, including the mem-
bership of steering committees of several inter-
national trials on hypertension, diabetes, and 
lipid disorders that have been relevant to clini-
cal practice. His publications encompass over 500 
articles, book chapters, and books. He has pub-
lished 260 original scientific articles and review 
articles in the leading journals such as Nature, 
Nature Genetics, New England Journal of Medicine, 
Lancet, Hypertension, Journal of Hypertension, Car-
diovascular Research, American Journal of Human 
Genetics, JACC Imaging, JAMA, and Kidney Inter-
national. He has an h-index of 40 and an impact 
factor of 760, and his publications have been cit-
ed over 7755 times. 

Professor Andrzej Januszewicz awards and dis-
tinctions include the following: Award of the Pol-
ish Ministry of Health (1998), The Blood Pressure 
10th Anniversary Research Prize (2002), Award 
of the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences (Cra-
cow 2002), Award of the Prime Ministry of Po-
land (2002), MISTRZ Award of the Polish Foun-
dation of Sciences (2008), Kościuszko Founda-
tion Award (2017), and Gloria Medicinae Med-
al (2020).

Professor Andrzej Januszewicz  Professor Andrzej 
Januszewicz (Figure 1) was born in 1957 in War-
saw, Poland. He is married to Magdalena, an asso-
ciate professor of radiology, and they have 2 chil-
dren: Elżbieta, who holds a PhD degree in biolo-
gy, and Władysław, a gastroenterology specialist.

Professor Andrzej Januszewicz studied med-
icine at Warsaw Medical University, at which he 
received his MD in 1981 and completed his in-
ternship between 1981 and 1982. In the years 
1981–1982 and 1984–1985, Professor Andrzej 
Januszewicz was a visiting fellow at the Depart-
ment of Hypertension, Cornell University Med-
ical Center, New York, United States, headed by 
Professor John Laragh, and at the Department 
of Hypertension, Ochsner Medical Foundation, 
New Orleans, United States, headed by Professor 
Edward D. Frohlich, respectively.

In 1986, Professor Andrzej Januszewicz be-
gan his work at the Department of Hypertension 
and Internal Medicine, Warsaw, Poland (headed 
by Professor Włodzimierz Januszewicz), which 
remained at Warsaw Medical University until 
1998. He received his PhD degree in 1986, was 
appointed an associate professor of medicine in 
1993, and nominated as a professor of medicine 
by President of Poland in 1998.

From 1998 until now, Professor Andrzej Ja-
nuszewicz has been working at National Insti-
tute of Cardiology and he has been Head of De-
partment of Hypertension since 2000 until now. 
In the years 2008–2017, he was Chairman of the 
Scientific Council of National Institute of Cardi-
ology, and he has been Vice-Chairman of the Sci-
entific Council since 2017 until now.

From 2010, Professor Andrzej Januszewicz 
has been a member of Polish Academy of Scienc-
es. Between 2004 and 2006, he was President of 
the Polish Society of Hypertension and, current-
ly, he is a Council member of the Society.

From 2017, Professor Andrzej Januszewicz 
has been a member of the Council of the Euro-
pean Society of Hypertension and Secretary of 
the European Society of Hypertension from 2019 
until now. 

His main research interests in the field of hy-
pertension include the role of atrial natriuretic 
hormone, endothelin 1, and the renin-angioten-
sin-aldosterone system in the pathogenesis of es-
sential hypertension. As a visiting fellow at Cor-
nell University, he was working in the research 
team who, as one of the first groups in the world, 
presented the structure and biologic activity of 
atrial natriuretic hormone (Nature 1985).

The current research of Professor Andrzej Ja-
nuszewicz relates to the clinical aspects of reno-
vascular hypertension, pheochromocytoma‑para-
ganglioma, and primary aldosteronism. Other 
areas of interest include obstructive sleep ap-
nea, resistant hypertension, and interventional 
treatment of difficult-to-treat and resistant hy-
pertension. Clinical and molecular aspects of fi-
bromuscular dysplasia represent the current top-
ics of his particular interest.

Figure 1�  Professor Andrzej Januszewicz in 2020 
(author’s private collection) 


