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The year 2022 is challenging. Without any 
financial support from the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science, starting from January 2022, 
the open-access article processing charges were 
substantially increased to maintain the highest 
standard of editorial excellence and ensure fur-
ther growth. The journal continues to keep abreast 
of new trends in publishing with focus on the in-
creasing presence in social media. Time is of key 
importance in our publishing strategy; therefore, 
the task for 2022 is to speed up the peer review 
process. Presently, the time since submission to 
reviews has been estimated at a mean of 23 days 
in the first half of the current year. We wish to be 

As the editor-in-chief of Polish Archives of Inter-
nal Medicine (Pol Arch Intern Med), I am delighted 
to announce that the official journal of the Polish 
Society of Internal Medicine has achieved a record 
2-year impact factor (IF) of 5.218. Briefly, this 
most widely recognized metric of a journal’s pres-
tige released by Clarivate Analytics on June 28, 
2022 was calculated by dividing all citations made 
in 2021 by the number of citable items, that is, 
original and review articles, published in 2019 
and 2020. The current IF proves how strong our 
standing among Polish journals is, regardless of 
the field of science (TABLE 1). No doubt, Pol Arch 
Intern Med is the best Polish medical journal. Ten 
years since the first 2011 IF of 1.367, with its grad-
ual increase (FIGURE 1), and 99 years since the foun-
dation of our periodical by Dr. Gluzinski in 1923, 
the IF of 5.218 clearly indicates that our jour-
nal publishes high-quality research that attracts 
the attention of peers.

Despite growing criticism of the IF owing to its 
inherent shortcomings and misuse, it is known 
that publication in a high-impact journal indi-
cates the putative quality of a paper regardless of 
its actual citation count. A submission decision 
is not made solely based on the journal’s metrics. 
However, the higher the IF, the larger the num-
ber of submissions that is likely to be expected. 
A total annual number of submissions exceeding 
1000 should be achieved to increase the chances 
of selecting more high-quality research.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a huge effect 
of the IFs, and Pol Arch Intern Med is no exception, 
demonstrating that this disease has been an im-
portant challenge for internal medicine specialists 
all over the world. The article by Prof. G. Lippi on 
the association of hypertension with the severi-
ty of COVID-19 was cited in 2021 more than 100 
times. The impact of a large number of well-cit-
ed papers on COVID-19 refers to most biomedi-
cal journals, therefore we are celebrating the bib-
liometric success of this year.

FROM THE EDITOR

Impact factor 2021 of Polish Archives of Internal 
Medicine

Anetta Undas1,2

1  Institute of Cardiology, Jagiellonian University Medical College, Kraków, Poland
2  John Paul II Hospital, Kraków, Poland

Correspondence to:
Anetta Undas, MD, PhD, 
Institute of Cardiology, Jagiellonian 
University Medical College, 
ul. Prądnicka 80, 31-202 Kraków, 
Poland, phone: +48 12 614 30 04, 
email: mmundas@cyf-kr.edu.pl
Received: July 25, 2022.
Accepted: July 25, 2022.
Published online: August 22, 2022.
Pol Arch Intern Med. 2022; 
132 (7-8): 16305
doi:10.20452/pamw.16305
Copyright by the Author(s), 2022

TABLE 1 Top 15 Polish journals based on 
2021 Journal Citation Reports by Clarivate Analytics

Journal 2021 
impact 
factor

Cellular & Molecular Biology Letters 8.702

Oeconomia Copernicana 6.574

Biocybernetics and Biomedical Engineering 5.687

Polish Archives of Internal Medicine 5.218

Reviews on Advanced Materials Science 5.028

Biology of Sport 4.606

Archives of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering

4.042

Pharmacological Reports 3.919

Archivum Immunologiae et Therapiae 
Experimentalis

3.831

Kardiologia Polska 3.710

Archives of Medical Science 3.707

Cardiology Journal 3.487

Ecohydrology & Hydrobiology 2.957

Journal of Human Kinetics 2.923

Advances in Medical Sciences 2.852
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better and we would be pleased to hear from you 
on what could be changed in our editorial policy.

We would like to thank all the authors, review-
ers, and readers for their ongoing support of our 
journal. The whole Editorial Board substantial-
ly contributed to our current standing. Special 
thanks go to Prof. Grzegorz Gajos and Prof. To-
masz Stompór, as well as our Managing Editor 
since 2021, Ms. Katarzyna Toffel. We encourage 
investigators to cite any materials published in 
the journal in 2020 or 2021 in order to sustain 
our relative standing in the field of general med-
icine, reflected by the 2022 IF to be announced 
in June 2023.

Last but not least, I am proud that despite 
growing competition, Pol Arch Intern Med, 
the flagship journal of Polish internists, reinforc-
es its position year by year as a leader and trend-
setter for in-house editorial services among Pol-
ish biomedical periodicals.
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FIGURE 1 Journal impact factor of Polish Archives of Internal Medicine from 2011 to 2021
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